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THE CLASSIC

AVIATORS

By Lindsy Van Gelder

AVIATOR SUNGLASSES were

designed in the mid-1930s by Bausch
and Lomb, originally to shut out
glare for pilots at high altitudes—
hence the trademarked name
“Ray-Bans.” Aviators had their first
celebrity branding during World War
Il when General Douglas MacArthur
was photographed in a pair in the
famous beach landing to liberate

the Philippines. With their mantis-
eye lenses, skinny metal frames,

and double bridge crossbar, aviators
have since been reaffirmed as cool in
every generation.

In the opening credits of the 1953
film The Wild One, Marlon Brando
peeled down a California highway in
a black leather motorcycle jacket and

proved that women could rock
them, too. Tom Cruise meta-aviated
in Top Gun. More recently, Freddie
Mercury's signature mirrored lenses
were revived in Bohemian Rhapsody,

frames that taper
earpieces,
frames fri
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